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Approved by the AMIA Board in February 2017

The Association of Moving Image Archivists’ (AMIA) Local TV Task Force was relaunched to
identify, analyze, and provide recommended solutions for the significant gaps still remaining in
the preservation and access of the United States’ local television archives.

For our current purposes, we are focusing on moving images and recorded sounds that were
created for television broadcast in local U.S. markets, specifically network affiliate and
independent stations, including public and cable access stations but excluding public
broadcasting stations. This exclusion was decided by unanimous vote at the 2016 AMIA Local
TV Working Group as the preservation of local US public broadcasting stations is being
overseen and undertaken by the American Archive at WGBH. We look to the American Archive
as a potential model project for future work with non-public television broadcasting archives.
There is some crossover, but these other types of collections are the most at-risk.

History of Local TV Preservation Timeline

The Task Force felt that in order to best know what direction the preservation of local TV
should go, we needed to have a better grasp on what had already been done. Our research has
been distilled into this timeline and we also have additional documentation here.

Survey and Summary

We conducted a survey with aims to facilitate preservation of and access to local television
collections across the United States by collecting information about local television collections
and their collecting institutions. The last survey of this kind was taken almost 15 years ago, so
we felt it was time to update the information as much as possible. The closing date for the
survey was January 12, 2018.

Resource-Sharing Topics

Copyright, IP, and Re-Use Copyright and Intellectual Property are issues that seriously restrict
access and preservation of local television archival content. Here the Local TV Task Force
provides an anonymous example regarding an acquisition of a local TV news station’s archive
by a small regional archive to offer as inspiration to both content creators and collecting
organizations.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eGdx89LaEMd3gWl8n_vavFaYi3gYFHv17ZPo2ARXSGc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eGdx89LaEMd3gWl8n_vavFaYi3gYFHv17ZPo2ARXSGc/edit?usp=sharing
https://cdn.knightlab.com/libs/timeline3/latest/embed/index.html?source=174npZDCFSIFJ5yuqYCHZqcYjNCG0NQrN-SFtzPM7ynA&font=Default&lang=en&initial_zoom=2&height=650
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1sDiVcuVIp9xjDPkAEs-KcFDVKp-IB-Cj
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PggH-8nXCNDQOfNLUvC0cc2qzntiFUkTuSjXZ1qNTPU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JSEtd5QerCTNgNbOG2DlM6Wj3AI4xBoYP6DWRTBATks/edit?usp=sharing
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Digitization & Access Digitization is a huge stumbling block for archives in providing access to
local TV collections. Here we provide FAQs and further resources for in-house digitization and
working with vendors.

Glossary of TV Production Terms to demystify your archive. Please add your comments or
suggestions! We will be launching a wiki-type site with photo, audio, and video examples in the
future.

Further Reading on the history of local TV, its preservation, and how best to care for these
collections.

AMIA Annual Conference - 2017

e Meeting Notes from the AMIA annual conference
e Slides from the Task Force’s pop-up panel presentation at the AMIA annual conference

AMIA 2017 Local TV Task Force Members

Siobhan Hagan (Co-Chair)
MARMIA - Mid-Atlantic Regional Moving Image Archive

Amy Meaney (Co-Chair)

Curator, Local TV News Collections
Moving Image Research Collections
University of South Carolina

Sadie Roosa (Co-Chair)
Project Manager
WGBH Media Library and Archives

Laura Treat (Co-Chair)

Moving Image Preservation & Digitization Librarian
University of North Texas

University Libraries Media Library

Richard Fauss
Audio-Visual Archivist
West Virginia State Archives

Mark J. Williams
Associate Professor
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Gy-f5a3pLjXyCUlu1v8e0KaA6PKjAQxgjwZ2DZxCSGo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ut6Yafk6_Ae30hvnUPWtKdEYoITBnPqucB-WmOwijpg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PXtaAkou5SXs-f9ZoUoMqluEIaM_8UqVORFL7j40yrw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vpQnSZADkhba1P9aKk7txRNHVE-8Xv95pkwpft3cMwA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ImACJcLR82JZlWwLmHZ6Sb201DZ46ujIclmGJxNKKJA/edit?usp=sharing
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Department of Film and Media Studies
Dartmouth College

Mary L. Miller, C.A.

Peabody Awards Collection Archivist

Walter J. Brown Media Archives & Peabody Awards Collection
University of Georgia Libraries

Jan-Christopher Horak
Director of UCLA Film and Television Archive

Elizabeth Peterson
Humanities Librarian & Curator of Moving Images
University of Oregon Libraries

Jenni Matz
Senior Producer, Archive of American Television

John Pettit

Assistant Archivist

Special Collections Research Center
Temple University, Paley Library

Katharine Austin
Cataloging and Curation Coordinator
Texas Archive of the Moving Image

Miriam Meislik
Media Curator
Archives & Special Collections, University of Pittsburgh Library System

Adam Lott
Media Specialist
Wisconsin Public Television (with the American Archive of Public Broadcasting)

Becca Bender
NYU MIAP student/documentary film researcher

Al Bersch
Archivist
Oregon Public Broadcasting
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Christina Bryant
Texas Archive of the Moving Image

Laura Schnitker, Ph.D., C.A.

Acting Curator, Mass Media & Culture
Special Collections & University Archives
University of Maryland

Hornbake Library

Brian L. Frye
University of Kentucky College of Law

Katrina Dixon

Producer and Archival Researcher
ACME Films, LLC

Board Director

Center for Home Movies

Gregory Lukow

Chief, National Audio-Visual Conservation Center (Packard Campus)
Library of Congress National Audio-Visual Conservation Center

Emily Vinson
Audiovisual Archivist

University of Houston Libraries, Special Collections
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https://www.linkedin.com/title/chief%2C-national-audio-visual-conservation-center-%28packard-campus%29?trk=mprofile_title

